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‘HASHEM said to Abram, “Go for yourself from your land, from your relatives, and from
your father's house to the land that | will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation;

1 will bless you, and make your name great, and you shall be a blessing. 3I will bless those who

- bless you, and him who curses you I will curse; and all the families of the earth shall bless

free choice, and he must find the strength and wisdom to
choose correctly. If he does, then he has translated his po-
tential into action and made himself a greater person, for
actual’ deed far outweighs mere potential in the Heavenly
scales of judgment, and he can therefore be rewarded for
what he did, rather than for what he was merely capable of
doing. [For a list of Abraham’s ten trials, see introduction to

‘Ch. 221]
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n and he replied, “Here | am.”

tell you.”
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' 2 And He said, “Please take your son, your only one, whom you love — Isaac — and go to
' the land of Moriah; bring him up there as an offering upon one of the mountains which | shall

Akeidah, when Hashem told Avraham (Bereishis 22:2), mrin IR 8 N7 10—
and go to the Land of Moriah. Rabbi Levi ben Chaisa (Midrash Rabbah 55:7)
says, WD OR TWRIG oY 1IN APY oy g py—We do not know which _of these tests

T wice in the Torah the words 17 37 are used: here, and in connection with the
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B nd it happened after these things that God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham,”
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‘XWas more precious in Hashem's eyes, the test of the Akeidah, or the test of leaving his
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homeland. He concludes that the Akeidah must have been more significant, because
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the Land of Moriah.” The
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regarding that test Avraham was commanded to “go to
“Land of Moriah” refers to the place from which nxiw,
¥ foar of G-d, would be introduced into the world.

Torah teachings, and nx,

How could there be any doubt that the test of the Akeidah was the greater of the
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The answer can best be understood throﬁg]; considefilg
another question. Hashem promised Avraham that when he would
uproot himself to Canaan: I will make you a great nation and bless
Yyou and make your name great, and there will be blessing (Bereishis
12:2). Given such a fulsome promise of fame and prosperity, what
was the test? Why was this a difficult challenge?

The answer is the key to understanding the midrash with which
we began. The test was to see whether Avraham’s motives were
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% U'shem Shamayim: to uproot himself and move to a new country
because it was the right thing to do or because of the promise
of prosperity. And Avraham passed the test. He did not_follow
any vested interest of reward. On the contrary, as the pasuk
tells us, Avraham did as Hashem had spoken (Bereishis 12:4). It is'
regarding this I'shem Shamayim aspect that Avraham’s two tests

»can be compared. The midrash means to ask: In which test were
\ Avraham’s pure motives purer? It concludes that the Akeidah saw |

la greater sense of purity and ['shem Shamayim intentions.
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We cannot reach the spiritual heights of Avraham Avinu, but
we can still ask ourselves whether our intentions are pure and
I'shem Shamayim. We might not be able to rid ourselves fully of
vestiges of self-interest, but we can strive to do so — and appreciate
those tzaddikim who fully act I'shem Shamayim.
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Hardships Exi;ose the Goodness Inside Us

HAKADOSH BARUCH HU created us with a body and a soul.

\ other people and is constantly preoccupied with its personall

/" pleasure and comfort. The soul, in contrast, is a chelek Eloka \"‘

\mimaal, a part of Hashem, and its only source o is |
connection with Hakadosh Baruch Hu, which is true, ever-
lasting goodness. In this world, the desires of the body are
more prominent and easily sensed. By nature, we tend to be
more concerned about our personal ErESyEeBFE&‘Su{ESI}-
itual needs; at any given moment, our own personal comfort
is foremost in our minds. When we experience difficult times,
we are inspired to seek a more internal purpose and mission
in life. At such times, the soul is shaken awake and our true
inner desire to connect to Hakadosh Baruch Hu is aroused.
This desire transcends all our external tendencies and incli-
nations and is indeed more firmly entrenched and powerful
than anything else.
r

So it is with every difficulty in our lives. Hashem placed us
in this world inside a body with physical, selfish desires and
feelings, because it is His will that His honor should be re-
vealed specifically here, in this material world. Hashem derives .
want and seek only Him. Our physical inclinations draw us to
want what is pleasant, easy, and convenient, but at the same
time, the fervent desire to do Hashem’s will is what burns most

' intensely inside us. Our soul is connected to Hakadosh Baruch‘ )

‘\powers everything else. Our personal desires surrender and”™
join the all-consuming, powerful pull to do Hashem’s will. Our
deep connection with Hashem is revealed — we are so attached
to Him and being close to Him is so important and E)_Eéciod@to
us that it supersedes all of our other feelings and needs.

7

&Yes, we go through hardship. We are required to overcome
our external desires, to impose our neshamah’s desire over our
physical tendencies, to negate our will in the face of Hashem’s.
Our personal desire is pushed aside to make room for our
true, inner desire to be close to Hashem and do His will. We
must sacrifice something of ourselves, which is unquestionably

“"difficult — but only by doing so do we uncover our powerful
bond with Hakadosh Baruch Hu, a connection so staunch that
it exceeds all considerations of comfort and convenience.

¢/ Hakadosh Baruch Hu replies to Dovid Hamelech, “If you
need life, you need suffering” The path of a good and blessed
life passes through stations of suffering and tribulations, be-
cause that is the only way to merit true and ultimate goodness.

J/Through these difficulties, we discover our deep-seated connec-

tion to Hashem, which is dearer to us than all of the pleasures

\, of this world, and for which it is worthwhile to undergo all of /
these challenges. We reach the true and everlasting joy of ex-
periencing Hashem’s loving presence and our deep closeness to
Him — “the fullness of joys in Your presence; the delights that
are in Your right hand for eternity.”

) The body is essentially separate from Hashem and from |

4

can Avraham Avinu be compared? To a flask of aromatic oil

sealed with a lid and placed in the corner. Its scent did not

spread — but as soon as it was moved, it gave forth its fra-
grance. So said Hakadosh Baruch Hu to Avraham Avinu: ‘Lech

lecha, move yourself from place to place, and your name will

be glorified in the world.” Hashem “shook up” Avraham, be-

,setting him with nisyonos and tribulations so that his fragrant
scent should spread. Avraham Avinu withstood all of the #i-
syonos he was presented with and remained loyal to Hashem.
This is how his marvelous “fragrance” was acknowledged; this

R

is what revealed that he was truly connected to Hashem with
an eternal covenant that no difficulty could ever break.

»  When a Jew suffers unsettling changes and experiences dif-- .

%‘ ficulties, his special “fragrance” is released. The Jew’s _b;éauty
(| and charm are revealed as he demonstrates steadfast allegiance
to Hashem, loyalty so staunch that he is prepared to endure

¢)
)

any and every difficulty and yet continue clinging tightly to

Hashem. His loyalty to Hashem is unveiled to the world —
"7and also to himself.

THE INSIDE STORY - { . | Jockey Taubes

INSTINCT, ENVIRONMENT AND REASON

The countless factors involved in making us what we are
can be generalized under three categories: the natural, the
_impressed, and the acquired.

£ We begin life already programmed with drives and incli-
nations that form an inborn psyche and character. Then
begins, from the moment of birth, the influence of our envi-
ronment, as parents, teachers and peers impress their man-
ners and attitudes upon our souls. Finally, 2 third and over-
riding influence comes with the attainment of intellectual
- maturity: man, alone in G-d’s creation, has been granted an
~ objective intellect with which he can, to a great extent,
choose the stimuli to which he is exposed and the manner
in which they shall affect him, With his mind, he is empow-
ered to develop himself beyond—and even contrary to—his
.genetic and conditioned self.

This is the deeper significance of the words “your land,”
“your birthplace” and “your father's house” in G-d’s call to

Abraham. Eretz, the Hebrew word for “land” and “earth,” is

etymologically related to the word ratzon— will” and “de-

.4 sire”; bence, “your land” also translates as “your natural de-

" sires.” “Your birthplace”—molad 'techa—is a reference to the
nfluence of home and society. And bgit avicha, “your fa-
ther's house,™ refers to man as a mature and rational being,
forging his mind-set, character and behavior with the tran-
scendent objectivity of the intellect.

By conventional standards, this constitutes the ultimate
in human achicvement: the development of one's natural
Anstincts, the assimilation of learned and observed truths,
and the remaking of self through the objective arbiter of

© 1 1 imth hewever. the intellect is still part and parcel

of our humanity, remaining ever subject to the deficiencies
and limitations of the human state; while it may surmount
¢ the confines of the inborn and the impressed, the intellect

is never truly free of the ego and its prejudices.
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But there is a higher self to man, a self free of all that

defines and confines the human. This is the “spark of
G-dliness” that is the core of his soul: the divine essence

he was created. The eretz that G-d promised to show )

ithat G-d breathed into him, the “image of G-d” in which *\

Abraham.’

In his journey of discovery, Abraham must obviously de-
part the “land, birthplace and father’s house” of his native
Mesopota-mia; he must obviously reject the pagan culture
of Ur Kasdim and Charan. But this is not the departure of
which G-d speaks. Abraham received this call in his eighth

decade—many years after he had renounced the pagan
ways of his family and birthplace, recognized G-d, and had
a profound impact on his society. Still he is told: Go! De-~.
‘part from your nature, depart from your habits, depart
Mrom your rational self. After rejecting your negative, idola-
Arous origins, you must now also transcend your positive
and gainful past. Reach beyond yourself, however perfected

Human perfection is simply not enough. For anything
human—even the objective, transcendent intellect—is still
nért of the created reality, ever subject to and defined by it.
Yet G-d invites us to experience that which transcends all
limit and definition—Himself. But first we must “go away.”

® This was G-d’s first command to the first Jew: Go away
from your finite self, to come to the “you” that only I can
show you—the you that is one with Me.* .
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Take your one beloved son, Yitzchak, and go to the land of Moriah and
offer him up there as an offering (Bereishis 22:2). Avraham Avinu was
immediately prepared to accept G-d’s command. This, notwithstanding
the fact that it flew in the face of everything that he knew about G-d,
and everything that G-d had promised him. He did not question for a
moment how G-d—Who is absolutely just, Who is the Father of Mercy,
Who had promised him that the future of the whole Jewish nation would
lie in Yitzchak, ¥ 99 x3p png:a *» (Bereishis 21:12)—could ask him to
bring Yitzchak, a perfectly righteous man,-as an offering on the altar.

By accepting G-d’s command, Avraham Avinu had sacrificed his own
mind to comply with the will of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. While Avraham
attempts to understand G-d, nevertheless, when G-d’s command "
contradicts that understanding, Avraham sacrifices his mind to_the will |
/ of G-d, just as one would forfeit his life if the halachah required it, rather

~ than violate the three cardinal sins.

————,

Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave the human being a mind to understand Him.
Whatever one studies in the world, be it science, history, economics,
mathematics, or anything else, it is actually the study of the revelations
of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Qur mind is given to us to understand G-d, as
much about Him as we can. And if we have questions or contradictions,
we must use our mind to the best of our capacity to attempt to resolve
them within the parameters of Torah study.

,.
‘..:z) When we look at the world, we are faced with the question: how can
Hakadosh Baruch Hu allow resha’im to get away with all the evil that
they have perpetrated on the tzaddikim in the world? Why would G-d
allow this? One tries as much as possible to find an answer. For instance,
one could reason that the tzaddik is punished in this world to allow him
a greater share in the World to Come, which is true. But, on the other
hand, we also find resha’im who are punished in this world. So, while
we are encouraged to use our mind as much as reason allows to serve
G-d, to understand Him, and to answer questions, nevertheless, when all
reason fails us, and we cannot go any further with human understanding,

Awhen our mind is stagsered, we must be prepared to “sacrifice our_

mind” to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. We must throw up our hands and say
that Hakadosh Baruch Hu is right, whether we understand it or not. One
could call this “the Akeidah of the mind.”
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Sometimes, the seemingly “small stuff” can be more difficult
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to handle than major nisyonos of substantial hardship and
pain. When a person undergoes a serious health crisis or a
painful loss, chalilah, it is clear to him that Hakadosh Baruch
Hu has sent him this #isayon. He knows that now is the time

@ to bolster his emunah. He tries to strengthen himself, and
even if he stumbles, he picks himself up and tries again. His
friends support him and help him. He acknowledges that he
is facing a Divinely-orchestrated test and he musters all of the
strength Hashem gives him to maintain his fé@f”during this
difficult time and do what Hashem wants of #im.

In contrast, when a person is dealing with a personal chal-
lenge — something that bothers him because he is particu-
larly sensitive or vulnerable in this area — he fights his battle

/ alone. No one else understands what he is going through. No \

b . . . . . -
] one is even aware that he is facing a difficulty or imagines

s that he may be in need of encouragement. At times, even the

person himself does not discern that he is in the thick of a

nisayon that Hashem has sent to him. On the contrary, he

feels chagrin at the very fact that the matter is bothering him
at all. He feels petty for making a big deal about something so

minor and for needing encouragement altogether.

A But in truth, as explained above, even the slightest mea-
sure of suffering is meted out by Hakadosh Baruch Hu with
4, Sreat precision. Hashem is waiting for us to turn to Him and
" draw closer to Him through our suffering. When we come
to the realization that the pain we are feeling is a nisayon
delivered to our doorstep by Hakadosh Baruch Hu Himself,
we can find the strength to get through it. We can overcome
the offense, restrain ourselves and remain silent, forgive

and even be friendly to the offender despite the insult or
embarrassment.

The personal challenges we are faced with are actually our
special part in revealing Hashem’s glory in this world. When
we face major tests in life, we draw strength from all of the
tzaddikim and spiritual giants, and all of the upstanding Jews
of earlier generations who experienced trials similar to our

own and prevailed for the sake of Hashem’s honor. They
paved the way for us, and we follow in their footsteps, serv-
ing Hashem with self-sacrifice during times of difficulty. But
when it comes to the “small” personal nisyonos, when we feel
insulted or ashamed deep down, or when struggling with a

subtle difficulty in a sensitive area — here we stand alone.
Every person has a different sore spot and every individual
is the first to face this particular challenge. Hakadosh Baruch
designed this particular znisayon especially for us. This is our
unique role in revealing kevod Shamayim in the world.
2ia
It is brought down in the name of tzaddikim that the
Moshiach will tell every Jew what he went through every
day of his life. Some challenges are overt and obvious; any
onlooker can recount them. Everyone can appreciate the
magnitude of sugh a challenge. But there are other nisyonos
i that we éx_pgrience deep down where nobody can discern
them. These challenges are heavy and oppressive, but no-
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body knows about them; even we ourselves are often unable
to appreciate the dimensions of the difficulty we are facing,
.~ Moshiach, however, will reveal to every Jew the hidden story
of his life, everything he struggled with in his regular, every-
day routine without anyone knowing, how he served Hashem
wholeheartedly even out of public view. Moshiach will reveal
the greatness of each small victory in these per;o;la_fl;a_t&;
This is the special nachas that Hashem derives from eve;_y-
single Jew. =
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